
January 16, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioner Redland was absent.  
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 
to adopt the agenda with changes.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then addressed miscellaneous business, the first item being a reset of the March 3rd board meeting day, 
since that is Election Day for the Presidential Nominating Primary.   A/T Hanson suggested March 10th as the new day.  
All board members agreed that this would work for them and Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to change the 
March 3rd board date to March 10th.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item was approval of the MPCA Feedlot Grant which had been approved in November 2019, but final paperwork 
was now available and ready for signature.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the 2020/2021 MPCA 
Grant, also allowing A/T Hanson to be the Grantee's Authorized Representative.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item was basically informational for the board with A/T Hanson stating that the Office of the Secretary of State 
was holding State-wide Election Training at Breezy Point Resort from April 29 thru May 1st.  A/T Hanson noted that she 
had registered her 2 staff members as well as herself for training, they would work a full day Tuesday, travel after hours 
to Nisswa, attend the training Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and return home Friday afternoon.  A/T Hanson stated 
that she would be closing the Auditor-Treasurer's Office for Wednesday thru Friday.  This brought about quite a lot of 
discussion with regard to the office being closed.  A/T Hanson explained that she and her staff needed the required 
training and this was the only way for them all to receive the training.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 
approve the Auditor-Treasurer's Office being closed for April 29th thru May 1st; however, the motion died for lack of a 
second.  Considerable discussion ensued regarding whether David Stene, CFO, could keep the office open and accept tax 
payments, etc.  A/T Hanson explained that this would just confuse constituents further, as he does not have access to the 
tax system, cannot process deeds and mortgages, or accept Passport applications, and all the other things that happen in 
the A/T Office and since he is not a staff member of that office, it does create problems.  A/T Hanson stated that she 
would publicize that the office would be closed for those days and accept any criticism from constituents who traveled to 
make tax payments to find the door closed.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the Morris Electronics contract that had been 
discussed at the January 7th meeting.  Mr. Stene noted that he had contacted Morris Electronics and they had no 
problem with making a change to the proposed contract that would assure the county of one of the fifty-two on-site 
visits would be made by Shawn Larsen.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the two-year contract 
with Morris Electronics for $47,184 per year.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:50 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, County Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to a joint powers agreement between the 
State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of Public Safety on behalf of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
(BCA) ("State") and the County of Norman, acting on behalf of its Sheriff's Department ("Governmental Unit").   Sheriff 
Thornton explained that this agreement would allow the county to receive funding to use to implement an adapter to 
make its records management system compatible with Minnesota National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) 
requirements which the FBI has established January 1, 2021 as the deadline by which all states must submit crime 
statistics in the National Incident-Based Reporting System format.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt  
CR 01-16-2020-1, a Resolution Approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement with the County of Norman on 
Behalf of its Sheriff's Office.   Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 
adopted unanimously.   
 



At 9:56 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break.   
 
At 10:03 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order and Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board 
with his agenda items.  Keith's first agenda item was the Amendment to the Personnel Policy with regard to the 
Commercial Driver's License Drug & Alcohol Policy that was addressed at the January 7th board meeting.  Engineer 
Berndt recommended this item be tabled at this time as he had contacted the Union Representative with regard to this 
but had not been able to reconnect with him for a definitive decision.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt's agenda was an out of state travel request to attend the National Association of 
County Engineers (NACE) annual meeting from April 19th -- 23rd in Baldwin County, Alabama.  Keith estimated the cost of 
the conference, lodging and flight to be approximately $1981, and stated that he would pay for the fifth night on his own.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the out of state travel request as proposed by Mr. Berndt.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Keith then brought information before the board regarding high-resolution oblique imagery to enhance the GIS mapping 
of the county, which would benefit public safety, county assessor staff, as well as highway staff.  Engineer Berndt noted 
that a representative from EagleView would be giving a presentation to the Mahnomen County Board on January 28th 
and he would like to take advantage of the opportunity to have EagleView give a presentation to Norman County staff on 
that day, requesting either a 9 a.m. or 1 p.m. time with EagleView and invite two commissioners to attend also.  
Consensus of the board was it would be fine to set this up, and then discussion could be held on February 4th at the 
board meeting.   
 
The last item Engineer Berndt brought before the board was discussion regarding the Ada to Polk County Line Trail.  Keith 
noted that the county had signed a grant agreement with DNR in March of 2019 to receive a grant in the amount of 
$146,250 with a match requirement of at least $48,750 for a total of $195,000.  Additionally, he stated that Norman 
County had awarded a design contract to WSN to design improvements to 4 bridges on the trail.  The design is complete 
with an engineer's estimate of $230,021.   Keith also noted the grant expiration date is June 30, 2020, so construction 
would need to be completed by that date.  Engineer Berndt also noted that it appeared from the board minutes of last 
year's meetings that there was an expectation of Engineer Swenson that DNR funds would be available for the local 
match, although he is not aware of any such funds.  Keith noted that he was seeking board guidance on whether to 
proceed with bidding the project knowing the county would be obligated to pay a minimum of $48,750, and likely more, 
in local cost match.  Some discussion followed regarding the bid process and if bids came in too high, only awarding the 
contract for three bridges, which Keith stated he could put into the bid process.  Commissioner Bommersbach also 
suggested Keith look into working with the Thief River Falls DNR crew to ask about available funding.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting to address the board with respect to the bids received 
for the parcel of property in Gary that had been advertised for sale.  The property is known as parcel 27-2515001, with a 
legal description of The West Half of Lot Four (4), Block One (1) of Wermager's Addition to the Village (no City) of Gary, 
LESS the North 201.3 feet thereof.  A/T Hanson noted that they had received one bid in the amount of $800, which was 
the minimum allowable bid, from Donald Schuster of Gary.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the bid 
from Mr. Schuster in the amount of $800.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
Attorney Brue will be in contact with Mr. Schuster and prepare a deed to transfer the property.   
 
Attorney Brue also notified the board of the vacancy in the Crime Victim's Office and noted that the job position was 
being posted until filled.  He is hoping they will find a qualified candidate before too long, also noting the position is 
completely grant funded.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the bills as presented:  
 
Revenue - $242,647.57  Road & Bridge - $63,512.80 Public Health - $2,107.39 
 
Solid Waste - $3,356.37  County Ditch - $3,005.00  Airport Authority - $768.00 
 



TOTAL - $315,397.13 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 10:28 a.m.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
   


